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You may have heard in the media or in conversations at work or with 

family that the Government suggested that schools may like to close 

early on the Thursday 17th December, taking a staff Development Day on 

Friday 18th December so that school staff are available to track and trace 

any cases of COVID for the following six days. As a school we have 

decided that we are not going to take this option as all our staff 

Development Days are already planned and we would find it tricky to fit 

in a replacement day. I am also happy to be available through the 

holidays for track and trace of any confirmed cases, which hopefully will be 

none, especially as the Island has seen a reduction in cases in the past 

week. Just to clarify, we are open on Friday 18th December and the 

children are in school until the end of the day as planned (plus we have 

still so much to fit in and finishing a day early would just cause the stress 

levels to rise!) 

I am absolutely loving the Christmas Advent Calendar and it brings a little 

bit of Christmas love everyday alongside the Christmas Signs, the ‘12 

Daisy's of Christmas’ and the Christmas Crafternoon videos. It is definitely 

Christmas here at Lanesend Primary! I am looking forward to watching the 

two performances ‘A Higgledy Piggledy Nativity’ and ‘Who Took All The Loo 

Roll’ that will be behind one of our advent calendar doors for all to enjoy. 

Still on the theme of Christmas, the Raffle and Christmas Grotto Forms are 

now closed. I have been wondering who has won the class raffle 

competition. There has been a class that has won more than once so I 

wonder if they will maintain their winning streak this year? Raffle prizes 

will be drawn on Monday 14th December and a video will be sent home. 

Miss Johnson has created a raffle draw randomiser which is set so that if 

you have brought 1 ticket your name appears once and if you have brought 

ten tickets your name appears ten times so you have more chances of 

winning. Good luck everyone! 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Grotto: we have just made an alternative plan as the 

weather looks rainy so we will be bringing the Winter Wonderland inside 

and The Christmas Grotto outside with a heater! It has been so lovely 

that so many families have signed up for their child to visit. I am hoping for 

a visit too as it has been a long time since I have shared my Christmas 

wishes with Santa. Christmas lunches have been ordered and a plan put in 

place so that we are organised for the week. I really believe that the 

children will have such a lovely time next week as we celebrate Christmas. 

(I have to share with you I have bought no presents or put up my 

decorations. It is all planned for this weekend. I hope!)  

We end our Christmas week with a Christmas dress up day on the last 

day of term, Friday 18th December. This is anything Christmassy goes 

from a jumper to a fully lighted Christmas angel. It is just for fun and I hope 

will begin the Christmas festivities for you too at home.  

 

Next week in school we will be sending home the end of term Pupil 

Progress Reports. There will be no real changes to the format of these 

however, the changes are being planned for the next report that comes in 

the second half of the spring term. I just wanted to let you know that the 

spring term Reception’s reports will be changing quite a lot as we fully 

take on the New Early Learning Goals. Information will be coming to you 

when we return as we have a new approach we would like to trial that is a 

much more dynamic and responsive assessment and reporting process. 

We are hoping that if this is successful it may be adopted right across the 

school.  

I will also send home the outcomes of the Family Survey to you with 

brief comments and actions that we have put in place. The children have 

also completed a survey in school as well as the team. We take our 

feedback very seriously as it really does help us shape our future.  

Tomorrow in school is our Flu Clinic day. Thank you to all the families 

who returned the forms. The School Nurses are currently checking details 

ready for tomorrow. All the children will be fully supported and hopefully 

it will go smoothly for everyone.  

Today in school we have had our Christmas Languages Day where we 

were exploring learning about different language with a focus on 

Christmas. Why not try to learn the word ‘Christmas’ in different 

languages at home?         ‘noël’            ‘natale’        ‘weihnachten’  

We have revisited our risk assessment for current COVID guidelines for 

after Christmas. If we remain in Tier 1 nothing really has changed for our 

school. The only real difference would be that we would be having new 

intake tours again following our guidelines. Do not forget you need to 

apply for your child’s place in Reception 2021 by midnight of 13th 

January. Our admissions consultation 2022/2023 also ends on Friday 

15th January. There is no change to our pupil admission numbers.  

We have been unable to recruit a new Parent Trustee to the Governing 

Body. If this was something that you did consider, even for a minute 

could I ask that you reconsider. We just would really like one more parent 

trustee to come on board. It is a really interesting and rewarding role. 

Training and support is given as well as working with a fabulous group of 

Trustees that support our school, children and families brilliantly ensuring 

that we maintain the love, care and high expectations we have come to 

know.  

I have really loved seeing how each class has supported different 

charities and causes instead of Christmas cards this year. You should be 

extremely proud of how lovely and supportive the children have been in 

the creative ideas the classes have come up with. We have also saved a 

little bit of our planet too. That is a really lovely Christmas gift to 

everyone.  

Have a lovely weekend, enjoy the Christmas warmth wherever you may 

go and whoever you are with. Caroline Sice, Headteacher  

 

 

How beautiful is our 

Lanesend Tree? You can 

watch our Advent everyday 

on our Lanesend Facebook. 
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Two notebooks, thought to be worth millions of pounds, belonging to 
the scientist Charles Darwin, have been reported stolen from Cambridge 
University Library 20 years after they were last seen. One of them con-
tains Darwin's famous 1837 Tree of Life sketch in which he explored the 
historical evolution of species. 

Main question: 

How can we keep our memories alive? 

This week’s debate... 

    Dates for your Diary  

Monday 14th December—   Raffle Tickets To Be Drawn 

Monday 14th-17th December—  Christmas Lunch and Santa Grotto Days 

Thursday 17th December—  Year 5 Christmas Performance Released 

Friday 18th December—   Reception Christmas Performance Released 

Friday 18th December—  Christmas Jumper, Costume, Character or 

      Themed Costume Day 

Friday 18th December—  Last Day of Term 

Monday 4th January— Welcome Back—Spring Term  

GENTLE REMINDER:   

We have had a case of head lice in school. Please 

check your child’s hair and treat appropriately if 

needed. Thank you for your support.  

How wonderful is this experience? The Isle 

of Wight Deer Farm are offering Deer Feed-

ing and Walks at their farm. Facebook mes-

sage them to book and pay! 

We now have a Lanesend Pri-

mary Instagram Account. You 

can find us and follow us if you 

wish. Just search   

Lanesendprimary  

to find us! 

https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
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E. Top left. The sequence here is top 

left, bottom right, bottom left, middle 

top right,  reading along each row from 

top to bottom.  

Join the ‘Mini Winter Reading Challenge’ online at Arts 

England website.  

Syltherin lead the way this week in our 

House Point totals. Well done! 
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Monday 14th December—Year 2 & Year 4 

Tuesday 15th December—Year 1 & Year 3 

Wednesday 16th December— Reception & Year 5 

Thursday 17th December—Year 6 

 

Christmas Lunch and Santa’s Grotto days are as  

follows: 
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There will be an alternative menu next week for 

the days that are not your child’s Christmas 

Lunch Day. Please make sure you book these in 

advance on School Money. Thank you. 
 

Monday 14th December: BBQ Chicken Pasta  

 

Tuesday 15th December: Sausages and Wedges 

 

Wednesday 16th December:  Curry and Rice 

 

Thursday 17th December: Bolognaise Pasta 

 

Friday 18th December: Fish Fingers and Chips 
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Come and join our team! 

We are recruiting! 
 

Business Admin Apprentice 

Apprenticeship delivered by HTP 

37.5 hours per week 

Closing date for applications:  

Friday 11th December 12 noon 

 

Visit our website for an application form! 
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